Press Release: 

History of brewery celebrated in Reading - 80 raise a final glass to the memory‏ of H+G Simonds Brewery‏
Glasses of a final brew of H+G Simonds Strong ale were raised by some 80 people to cheer the unveiling,by The Mayor of Reading Cllr Peter Beard, of an information board to commemorate the history of the former brewery of H+G Simonds, demolished in 1983 to be replaced by the Oracle Shopping Centre. 
 
At an event on Thursday 26th February, and despite a chilly wind, some 80 guests joined the Mayor and Mayoress of Reading and the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire, the Hon Mary Bayliss, at the unveiling of an information board to commemorate the brewery of H+G Simonds Ltd which had been commissioned by Reading Civic Society. The board  tells the story of the brewery from its foundation in 1785 until its merger with Courage in 1960, the move of operations to Worton Grange in 1980 and its demolition in 1983 to make way for the Oracle Shopping Centre.  The board is close to STRADA on the riverside.
The event was attended by; 15 former Simonds employees (including a lady who was the brewer in WW2 and couples who had met and married whilst working at the brewery), 21 Civic Society members,  12 members of the Simonds family, Councillors and officers from RBC, the board designer - Jamie Nimmo, the board manufacturers, A.J. Wells (Newport - IoW) and representatives from; The Oracle, Berkshire Records office, The Worshipful Company of Brewers, History of Brewing Society, Berkshire Industrial Archeology Group,  Reading University,  Chiltern Brewery and a number of others. 

Richard Bennett, Chairman of Reading Civic Society said: 
“Reading Civic Society commissioned the commemorative board to mark the historic presence of the brewery on the site and the contribution made by the Simonds family to Reading's fame and prosperity over more than 2 centuries.  It is also a tribute to the loyal and dedicated staff in the brewery and the licensed trade who were part of the wider Simonds 'family' so much at the heart of brewing.  We were delighted to welcome such a large number of people to the event from such a range of backgrounds.  It was fascinating to hear stories from the past workers about their experiences of working at the brewery. Many told of the good friendships they had formed while working there also how the smell of brewing used to pervade Reading along with the smell of baking (from Huntley and Palmers).  It is most regrettable that at the time we mark the passing of H+G Simons that its successor brewery, Courage by the M4, is also now being closed. The event has opened up an opportunity to collect oral histories from a number of the former employees of H+G Simonds and Courage, this is being followed up at the moment.
After the unveiling Raymond Simonds welcomed the guests on behalf of the Simonds family and commiserated with the Mayor that this time he would be presented with only a single bottle of Simonds Ale whereas on the last visit to the brewery by a Mayor of Reading, in the 1950's, the Mayor was presented with a case.
Guests were treated to a reception at STRADA and on leaving were given a specially produced souvenir booklet about H+G Simonds and a bottle celebratory H+G Simonds Strong Ale,  labelled to mark the event.  The 'special brew' was produced by The Chiltern Brewery.

             
 
Souvenier Booklet          Label from clebratory bottle  
 Funding was obtained by donations from Civic Society members, other donors and from Society funds.
Further details, along with full Press Release about the board, can be obtained from the website set up to hold information and images about H+G Simonds Ltd and the Information board: - 
www.simondsfamily.me.uk/
Pictures and speeches from the unveiling event can be accessed in the 'Gallery of photos and images' section. 
If you wish to have more information please do let me know.
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